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ABSTRACT 

Language is basically used for decreasing gap and to overcome the distance between the 

people. This paper critically analyzes the discourse present in the first speech of pm Imran 

Khan and ex-pm Nawaz Sharif after taking oath of premiership. There is a large difference 

between both of the leaders. Imran Khan was a renowned cricketer celebrity and because 

of his efforts he became the prime minister but Nawaz Sharif was already present in the 

politics for many years. This study aims to explore how both the leaders propagate their 

ideologies by using different ways of speech. This discourse has been analyzed by using 

Norman Fairclough’s model of critical discourse analysis (CDA) which claims that 

“ideologies reside in the texts “that” it is not possible to “read off” ideologies from text” 

and that “texts are open to diverse interpretation” (Fairclough, 1995). For the analysis of 

the speeches, mixed method approach has been used in the methodology by using design 

convergent parallel mixed method because data has been collected roughly side by side. 

The present study analyzes persuasive and ideological strategies that are used by the 

leaders in their inaugural speech. The current study shows that how our leaders influence 

the minds of people by using different strategies of language because language is the main 

element in making a relationship with anyone and discourse analysis is used to elaborate 

this relation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION:  

Language is considered as an important 

tool in this world to communicate with 

each other for the purpose of decreasing 

gap and overcome a distance between 

the minds of the people because 

language has both abilities of attraction 

and interaction. People sometimes use 

language not for expressing their actual 

meaning but hiding their real thoughts. 

We can understand the human mind and 

their background by judging their 

language, their way of talk and the usage 

of the words although everybody has its 

own language and every language is 

different phonetically, semantically, 

structurally, morphologically etc but the 

language and words that are used by our 

political leaders are not so simple their 
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each and every word that they use has its 

own value and we cannot take any word 

as for granted because in their speech 

many hidden messages and ideologies are 

present. The language itself is not as 

powerful as political leaders are but 

every word that are spoken by any 

political leader gain its power that’s why 

in order to understand this game of 

words we are using the critical discourse 

analysis. 

The objective of this study is to analyze 

the first speech of Imran khan and Nawaz 

Sharif after becoming the prime minister 

of Pakistan by using Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA) approach because 

according to this approach we can 

analyze the text and the talk of any 

political leaders easily. According to 

Fairclough (1993), critical Discourse 

analysis is a systematic approach in order 

to know the opaque relationship of 

informalities and the determination 

between their speeches, events and texts 

and other thing is the wider range of 

cultural and social structures (p.135).  

Every word plays an important role that 

are utter by our political leaders because 

political leaders used the same words in 

many different ways some are used to 

show their thoughts and some are used to 

hide their thoughts because of these 

actions some questions are generate in 

mind and this current study also based on 

the following questions that are 

 What are the key words that are 

used by Imran Khan in his speech 

to convey his ideology? 

 What are the differences 

between Imran Khan’s speech as 

PM and Nawaz Sharif’s speech as 

PM? 

 How they use the repetition of 

words to make their speeches 

effective? 

 What is the effect of these 

speeches socially? 

 How these speeches are related 

to history? 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) helps us 

to pay attention to all these questions. 

There are remarkable researches done by 

many of the researchers by using the CDA 

approach in order to analyze the political 

speeches on various genres. There is a lot 

of work done on the discourse analysis of 

Bhutto’s speeches, nawaz sharif’s 

speeches and many other political 

leaders speeches are analyze by using 

this CDA approach but in this current 

study the difference between Imran 

Khan’s speech and Nawaz Sharif’s speech 

are analyzed by using the CDA model of 

Fairclough. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: 

2.1) THEORATICAL 

COMPONENTS: 

 DISCOURSE: 

Discourse is a very broad term and there 

is a lot of definitions are present on it. 

One definition of discourse is “integrates 

the whole palettes of meanings” it also 

ranging through the different disciplines 

of social sciences such as sociology, 

philopsphy and history. For the purpose 

of this study the definition is taken from 

the Van Dijk’s (1977,3) and about the 

common conception related to the 

discourse in the form text in the context, 

such as “data that is liable for empiric 

analysis” (Titscher) by putting the focus 

on discourse as it is a form of an action. 

So somehow it is connect with the 

“Discourse” in sense that he uses the one 

term to describe the whole process of 

social interaction that is going on in 
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which text is the main for understanding 

and interpretation. 

 

 

CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS: 

Critical Discourse Analysis is considered 

as a main academic discipline throughout 

the world. CDA is a special approach in 

which we can analyze the ideological 

structure by using different strategies. 

Through the help of CDA we can unveil 

the strategies that are used in political 

power by studying the political discourse. 

There are some different theories that 

are given by different theorist for 

analyzing the Discourse of any social 

sciences like Wodak’s (1995) proposed his 

approach and Van Dijik’s proposed theory 

based on socio cognitive theory (1991) 

and similarly Gee’s seven building block 

of language (2005-11) respectively. 

Fairclough gave the model of Dialectical-

Relational Approach which is totally 

different from the other approaches of 

CDA because this approach deals with the 

power, ideology, beliefs and values and 

rituals. In this approach we can analyze 

the language internalizes the element of 

social life. Fairclough in his model 

identifies the relationship between the 

two domains one is socio cultural 

practice, discourse practice and text and 

other domain is description, 

interpretation, explanation.  

 Fairclough gives his suggestion on the 

discourse and text analysis that what is 

discourse by mentioning three levels of 

it. First level is based on social factors 

that how they are participating in the 

origination of the text and how these 

factors helpful to interpret the text. 

Second discus the process of production 

and interpretation that how the text s 

produced and effect on the 

interpretation. Third is that the text is 

the type of both first stages that have 

discussed on above. Fairclough gives the 

three Stages of CDA that are: 

 The first stage is the 

description which deals with 

the formal properties of text. 

 The second stage is 

interpretation which deals with 

the relationship between the 

text and interaction 

 The explanation is its third 

stage which deals the 

relationship between the 

interaction and social context. 

(Fairclough 1989:26) 

2.2) RELATED WORKS: 

Many of the other researchers have been 

worked on the CDA. 

Shah and Noreen (2018) analyzing the 

Imran Khan’s first speech after taking the 

oath of premiership by using the critical 

discourse analysis. Critical discourse 

analysis is often applied on the analysis 

of public speeches. The objective of this 

current study is to highlight the discourse 

in the first inaugural speech of Imran 

Khan by using the Fairclough model of 

CDA. This study is based on the mixed 

method research which deals with both 

qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

The data has been observed on the 

textual version include the text within 

the text. This study shows that how the 

different strategies are used to grasp the 

mind of people. 

Gilzai, Ayaz udin and Asghar (2017) deal 

with the critical analysis of Imran Khan’s 

first speech in the Parliament. Language 

is the main approach to deal anyone in 

this society as we have read in 

sociolinguistics. Critical discourse 

analysis is used to analyze the text and 
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speech, oral and written form of all the 

political speeches or any text. This study 

deals with the persuasive techniques 

used in the speech of Imran Khan in the 

parliament. Fairclough’s model of critical 

discourse analysis is been used in this 

study for the analysis. Mixed method 

approach is sued in this study to analyze 

the each and every aspect of the speech.  

Islam, Chattha, Qazalbaksh (2013) 

suggest the way that how the tactic 

devices has been use in the study. This 

study is based on the election speech of 

Imran Khan the chairman of PTI and this 

speech was held on Shokat Khanam 

Hospital two days before the General 

election (2013). This study deals with 

different devices that are used in this 

speech in order to achieve the power in 

politics. This study is basically based on 

the Fairclough’s model of CDA and 

qualitative approach has been used to 

analyze the speech. 

In (2017) researcher deals with the 

speech of Nawaz Shareef on very serious 

issue that is “nuclear energy and position 

of Pakistan” basically this study aim to 

trace the hidden ideology behind this 

speech that what are the techniques are 

used behind this speech in order to show 

the problem before the prople. Discourse 

analysis is the tool to analyze any speech 

and its hidden ideology. In this study 

simple model of CDA is used to analyze 

the study. 

Aqeel, Kanwal and Din (2018) aiming to 

research on the PM’s Nawaz Sharif’s 

speech in UN general assembly dated 27 

September 2013. This study aims to 

clarify the intellectual studies that PM 

used in his speech not only for the 

purpose to show the ideology of our 

country but to show its impact on the 

other developing country. This study aims 

that how its hidden ideologies will affect 

on the other developing countries like 

Syria etc because the motto of this 

speech is peace security and struggle. 

This study is based on the Fairclough’s 

model of CDA (1995) which is based on 

the hidden ideologies are present inside 

the text. 

2.3) LITERATURE GAP: 

Imran khan was renowned cricketer 

celebrity and because of his efforts he 

becomes the Prime Minister but Nawaz 

Sharif was already present in the politics 

for many years. This study aims to 

explore how they both leaders can 

propagate their ideologies by using the 

different ways of speech.  

This study aims to compare two opposite 

leaders and trying to shows their 

different ideologies by using the model of 

Fairclough’s Critical Discourse analysis. 

3) METHODOLOGY: 

In this present study the research 

paradigm namely mixed method research 

approach suggests the direction of this 

research project from the beginning to 

the end. In mixed method approach both 

the approaches namely qualitative and 

quantitative methods are used that are 

based on numeric and non numerical data 

which makes the differentiation between 

both of these approaches. The qualitative 

approach is basically used for complete 

understanding of facts, motive and 

opinion and quantitative approach gives 

us the numeric data for allusions to make 

a solid ground for the discourse analysis. 

3.1) DATA COLLECTION: 

The data has been collected from 

different sites. Some news chunks are 

taken from the different news channels 

and some data are studied from different 

articles. Imran Khan’s speech has taken 
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in the translated version from the site 

(thenews.com.pk) for analysis and EX-PM 

Nawaz Sharif’s speech points have taken 

from (voiceofPMLN.blogsport.com) for 

keen analysis.  

4) DATA ANALYSIS: 

Many different political parties were 

originating by the passage of time and 

this country has successfully been 

experienced them. Since then many 

parties were get the seat of prime 

minster ship and rule on the Pakistan 

according to their ideologies. The two 

famous parties of the last few years PMLN 

and PPP have completed their ruling from  

2008 to 2018 and but after that now the 

new emerging party named PTI knock out 

all of them. The chairman of PTI Imran 

Khan has taken the oath of the 

premiership and become the 22nd prime 

minister of Pakistan. He comes out with 

the new ideologies which are different 

from the others. He delivered his first 

speech very differently from ex Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif very successfully. 

Particularly by using the CDA model given 

by Fairclough is trying to analyze the 

explicit and implicit motive of both of 

leaders in this current study. 

4.1) IDEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS: 

Speeches of both the leaders Imran khan 

and Nawaz Sharif are linked with the 

Pakistan’s democracy, economy, current 

political situation and present downfalls 

of Pakistan. In order to analyze that how 

they delivered their ideologies, there are 

some important chunks have taken from 

their inaugural speech for the analysis. 

4.1.1) IMRAN KHAN’S SPEECH: 

1)He said “I wanted to thanks all my 

workers who started with me in this 

movement and Jihad 22 years ago” 

Imran khan started his speech with these 

words to show the expression of gratitude 

towards all those who had helps him in 

throughout his struggle. Every political 

leader shows these expressions because 

to get more sympathy from the people 

who voted him or get promote him 

throughout the election process. 

1) “I have never thought politics 

as a career and profession. 22 

years ago I joined politics with 

the mission to  make my 

country …” 

In this phrase Imran khan clarifying that 

he had take step forward towards politics 

not just because of any greed or career 

purpose but he just wanted to do 

something for the country. Basically he 

using this type of touchy phrases to 

makes audience attract towards his 

efforts that he had done for the country. 

2) “I am remembering all those 

colleague, especially those 

two who started with me, 

Ahsan Rasheed, and Saloni 

Bukharui, they joined me in 

this mission at the beginning 

and are no more in this world” 

he said “ I pay tribute to the 

workers, who walked with me 

even during difficult times” 

  In any political leader’s career there are 

some people who plays very important 

role. PM khan in the starting of his 

speech referring to those because it was 

really such a big achievement for him and 

this thing shows that he is still remember 

the efforts of those who helps him 

otherwise many of the leaders when they 

came into the power they forgot 

everyone and just shows that they are 

the only eligible person for this seat and 

because of their own efforts they are 

sitting in the government. As we have 
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seen many of the conflicts between most 

of the political parties just because of 

the seat in government. 

  PM khan also pay tribute to the workers 

of his party PTI and no doubt without the 

help of the workers no one can change 

his position on this level no one can get 

this position and this thing shows his 

affection towards all those because of 

them today he is the Prime Minister of 

Pakistan. Imran khan’s this gratitude 

towards his workers is makes a plus point 

in his speech for his future. 

3) “First of all, I put it in front of 

my people that where we 

stand today and what 

challenges facing as a 

nation…” 

After say thanks to all who were with him 

in his whole journey to success he is 

moving towards the present situation of 

Pakistan that the Pakistani people are 

faced. He is moving forward step by step 

in his speech which shows that how 

cleverly he is going to cover all the points 

that should be discussed in any good 

inaugural speech 

PM Khan preceding it by discussing the 

present economic situation in Pakistan. 

As everyone wants to know that what are 

the problems we are facing today and 

what kind of reforms he will brings for us 

in future so he started step by step to 

discuss each and every problem with 

solution. 

4) “in the history of Pakistan 

economic condition were not 

as bad as are today”  

Here this line shows that Imran khan 

shown his interest towards the economic 

state of Pakistan and how he could make 

it better because economy of any country 

is the backbone of it and he wanted to 

show the audience that he will improve 

the economy. Although every leader 

discusses it in his speech but he started 

from the history that how our country 

was suffered and what is the present 

situation of our country is. This thing 

shows his strong ideology that he will 

make the country better. 

5)  “InshaAllah, we will bring 

facts before you where that 

money has gone”    

He mostly used this kind of words in his 

speech like “InshaAllah” to show his 

loyalty that there is nothing anything 

went wrong behind his aims and struggle 

and the way throughout his struggle he 

all the time used to say that “Fair play 

and Justics” the same thing he used in his 

maiden speech to show he has no any bad 

desire behind my this struggle and 

whatever I will going to do in this country 

will show you nothing will remain 

anything hidden to you. 

6)  “I want you to realize that if 

we continue thus, we are 

heading towards disaster” 

In this phrase we have seen that he also 

grasp the attentions of the people that if 

will not take stand against this disaster 

we all siffer in it and this country will 

getting doen and down with the passage 

of time. So this is very harsh statement 

he used to warn people about this 

disaster.  

7) “Pakistan’s Prime Minister has 

524 workers, 80 cars, of which 

33 are bullet proof. The price 

of each is more than Rs.5 

crore; helicopters, aeroplanes; 

the Prime Minister House is 

spread over 1100 canals, we 

have Governor Houses, Rest 

Houses, Chief Ministers’ 

Houses they have cars, 



 MDSRC - 2019, 26-27November, 2019 Wah/Pakistan  

7 
 

Secretaries 100 have 2/3 cars. 

Our D.Cs, Commissioners 

reside in large residences” 

He used the declarative and 

argumentative sentences in which the 

information he shows that is accurate 

and on this big platform he disclosed it to 

show that  he has need no anything he 

just want to serve himself for this 

country. 

4.1.2) IN NAWAZ SHARIF’S SPEECH: 

1)“Karachi has been a city of lights and 

peace. Its stature as such must be 

restored. The federal government is 

committed to fully help the provincial 

government in this regard”  

Nawaz Sharif is also uses that words to 

attract people towards him. As he know 

the Karachi is the big city and there is 

large number of people are lives there 

and if he is talking about this city the 

people of Karachi will support him. He 

also shows the apparent structure of the 

beautiful Pakistan to make their 

psychological emotions attract towards 

him. 

“Nothing, whether it is the energy crisis 

or any other field of operation, Pakistan 

cannot afford corruption or 

incompetence at any cost.” 

Nazwaz Sharif many of the time use the 

word corruption in his speech bracuse 

every one knows that it is the biggest 

issue of Pakistan that we are facing by 

our political leaders. Pakistan suffer with 

corruption because of leaders and Nawaz 

Sharif also knows about those leaders but 

he did not take step forward towards 

them. In 2018 he is also caught in the big 

case of corruption but at that time in his 

speech he used to say that our 

government cannot afford corruption in 

any case. This is all their game planning’s 

to get vote in the in the next Election he 

just want t o grab the nation by using 

these schemes. 

1) “A rusted machinery like this is 

not acceptable to me, for the 

building of a great Pakistan,” 

Here he wants to tells that he is very 

much worried about the general lose that 

is happening because of the rusted 

machinery instead of taking any action 

over it he just want to playing with the 

emotions of by using the world “great 

Pakistan” because all the people are 

emotionally attaced with this country.  

2) “I wanted to share my intentions 

and dreams, which I always 

cherished for the progress and 

prosperity of the dear 

motherland,” 

Here he shows his ideology that he has a 

lot of dreams for Pakistan he wants to 

see the Pakistan on the higher ranks and 

want to make this country up above on 

all. He used his emotions for country to 

tell the nation how much I love my 

country. 

 

3) “You can imagine that if this step 

was not taken, even after the 

completion of Neelum-Jhelum 

project, the electricity could not 

be transmitted to the people and 

factories due to non-availability of 

the transmission line and the 

capital of billions of rupees had 

gone waste,”  

Nawaz Sharif shows his motivation 

towards to do something for Pakistan by 

showing his this ideology towards it. 

4.2) ANALYSIS ON SOCIAL LEVEL: 

4.2.1) IN IMRAN KHAN’S SPEECH: 
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1) “Pakistan among those 5 countries in 

which most of our child dies before the 

age of 5 because of diseases…” he said “I 

am worried because we are unable to 

give them food properly” 

Here he comes on the biggest issue of 

Pakistan and it is a bitter reality of 

Pakistan. Our child are died because of 

hunger and he shows the pictures in his 

speech that how huger affect on them 

and their brain’s growth are less than 

their body’s growth. This is very touchy 

thing he did in his speech to grasp the 

feelings of the poor lot because we have 

not seen this thing before in any PM’s 

speech the way he shows the visuals to 

teach the poor people about this big 

issue. 

As we know visuals will always be stay 

reamin in our minds so PM Khan very 

intelligently uses the pictures to show 

what he wants to teach the poor people 

and the way he shows his sympathy 

towards poor people shows he is very 

consult about them. 

2) “raised standard in government 

schools” 

This is the big issue that he has discussed 

in his speech because on low level many 

of the children are unable to afford the 

schooling so this is very big issue for it he 

is talking about. 

4.2.2) IN NAWAZ SHARIF’S SPEECH: 

1) “All this amount is your hard earned 

money. If such an amount was not 

wasted, a new PIA and a new railway 

could have been established. A new 

motorway from Karachi to Lahore could 

have been constructed,” 

As Imran Khan discussed about the 

children disease and schooling on 

governmental level, Nawaz Sharif 

discussed about the roads, motorway and 

PIA etc so we can see that how much the 

difference between both of them. Imran 

khan uses the proper sequence to 

discussed each and every problem and 

solution related to Pakistan as he 

discussed more on the education system 

because people are emotionally attached 

with it but Nawaz Sharif discussed about 

the roads although he is so clever to get 

attention by showing the beautiful 

structure of Pakistan but people have 

more concerned with education. 

4.3) ANALYSIS ON RELIGIOUS LEVEL: 

4.3.1) IN IMRAN KHAN’S SPEECH: 

Imran khan in his this inaugural speech 

gives the reference of our holy prophet 

again and again to show his great love 

foe Islam. 

“Our Prophet Hazrat Muhammad bought 

in the world’s history by creating state of 

Madinah” 

In the start of his speech he coated the 

religious reference to show the 

inspiration, motivation and for the 

removal of wrong acts. He gives the 

example of Prophet to show that how he 

reformed the world’s history by making 

the territory of Madinah. 

PM Khan in his speech used many of the 

worlds of Islamic reference that is “INSHA 

ALLAH” being a Muslim this word is a ray 

of hope for all of us. The way PM Khan 

refer again and again towards Prophet 

(PBUH) clear that he is the leader of any 

Islamic country who wants to follow all 

the rules that are tells us in our Holly 

Quran. 

4.3.2) IN NAWAZ SHARIF’S SPEECH: 

Nawaz Sharif in his whole speech does 

not give any Islamic reference but in 

some places he used the word of 
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“ALLHAMDOLILAH” which shows he is all 

satisfy with the condition of Pakistan. 

Basically Nawaz Sharif does not refer 

towards any historical reference and 

Islamic reference he was just talk about 

that present situation of Pakistan which 

is not so affective for the reader. 

There is many of the issues about all 

Imran khan has discussed in his speech. 

His speech was full of Discourse markers 

“first of all” and transitive verbs which 

makes the coherence between his all 

ideas there is no abruptness in his 

address. He compares every reference 

with his every ideology without confusing 

and without forgetting anything. But on 

the other hand Nawz sharif does not use 

any discourse markers in his speech his 

every idea was abrupt and uncompleted 

he talked about many of the ideologies at 

the same time that is why there is no 

coherence in his address. 

4.4) REPEATED WORDS AND PHRASES: 

IN IMRAN KHAN’S SPEECH:                 

I                                        27                                   

WE                                    46                                  

PTI                                    08                                  

Gov.                                  28                                   

Power                                08                                   

Pakistan                             30                                                                                                   

Prophet PBUH                     11  

                                                                                                                                                             

Imran khan used these words repeatedly 

to show his ideology and the phrases “we 

will” and “I will “shows some hope for 

the people that he will do something 

better for us 

 

IN NAWAZ SHARIF SPEECH: 

I                                      10   

We                                   22 

Gov.                                 16  

 Pakistan                           33   

 Elecrticity                        29 

Terrorism                         12 

 Nawaz sharif uses the repetition of 

worlds that is his ideology of his speech 

as we have seen he did not much use the 

words “I” and “We” although they are 

very important in any speech to make it 

affective. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

The result concluded from the above 

observations that are there is a big 
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contrast between both of the speeches. 

Imran khan’s speech is rich in tactful 

devices and he was successfully 

maintaining his stance while controlling 

the people’s attention.  He used 

diplomatic terms to win the heart of 

people as he gives the reference towards 

Quaid e Azam because Pakistani nation is 

bound emotionally with our founder of 

Pakistan and we all wanted to implement 

his rules on this country to make it 

successful. Another reference he gives in 

his speech is related to our Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) which shows he is 

highly impressed by Islam and as Pakistan 

is an Islamic country and Pakistanis are 

Muslims that’s why we are emotionally 

and psychologically attached to our Islam 

and we want to follow the path that is 

shown us by our Allah and Prophet. PM 

Khan also gives the international 

references because according to him he 

wants to see Pakistan as ruling over the 

world and people know better that it is 

the only way for the development of 

Pakistan by putting forward the hand of 

friendship with every country. The main 

thing is that he showed himself as a most 

humbled and most honest before the 

people and he used the polite tone and 

humble words for the purpose of melting 

the heart of people for himself. 

On the other hand Ex-PM Nawaz sharif’s 

speech is totally different from the PM 

Khan’s speech. He is also very clever to 

get attentions by the people as he refers 

towards the Pakistan’s big issue that is 

load shading  he asked in his speech that 

he tried to overcome the issue of Load 

Shading and as we are faced badly with 

this issue so we all want to get rid of it. 

He refers towards the attention of people 

towards the debt because of it Pakistan 

suffers a lot and he used to shift the 

attention of Pakistani nation towards the 

debt to show himself so innocent that he 

always tried to do much more for 

Pakistan but although Pakistan suffers a 

lot so he will get more debt to make this 

country successful. 

In contrast to Imran Khan’s speech Nawaz 

Sharif’s speech is less effective because 

Imran khan uses the proper sequence to 

discussed each and every problem and 

solution related to Pakistan as he 

discussed more on the education system 

because people are emotionally attached 

with it but Nawaz Sharif discussed about 

the roads although he is so clever to get 

attention by showing the beautiful 

structure of Pakistan but people have 

more concerned with education. 
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